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On April 20, over 30,000 public school teachers commenced an indefinite strike to pressure the
government into revoking a decision to dismantle the teachers' retirement and pension plan system.
On April 9, the legislature approved a bill to include teachers under the nationwide retirement
program administered by the Social Security Fund (Caja Costarricense de Seguro Social-CCSS).
Donato Lobo, coordinator of the Consejo Intermagisterial Asociado (CIMA), said the strike is also
aimed at persuading the government to increase its contribution to public employee pension funds
from 0.25% to 2.5%. Officials said meeting the teachers' demand for increasing the government's
contribution is not viable, since it would mean an additional expenditure of US$153 million per year.
Union representatives said the strike may be extended to the nation's public universities unless
the government negotiates in good faith. On the same day, about 400 municipal employees in San
Jose launched an indefinite strike in an attempt to obtain a pay hike. Among other things, the strike
suspended trash collection at several locations in the city. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse,
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, 04/20/92)
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